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202 Reviews of Books 

The Literary History of Spanish America. By Alfred Coester, 
Ph.D. (New York: The Macmillan Company. 1916. Pp. xii, 

495- $2-50-) 

This is a work of great industry. No other book in English even 
attempts to cover the whole field with such minute and painstaking 
detail. Going to original sources, and having had access to the most 
ample collections of material, Dr. Coester traces the literary develop- 
ment of each South and Central American republic, including Mexico 
but excluding Brazil. The task of merely reading through the copious 
output in belles-lettres of the Spanish-American press for more than 
two hundred years must have been brain-fagging. Such a mass of 
analyzed volumes, country by country, cannot be exhilarating reading, 
but it is highly informing. One pays tribute to the author's labor, and 
also to his scholarship. In his printing of Spanish names and quota- 
tions, he is singularly accurate, only a negligible number of trifling 
errors having fallen under the reviewer's eye. 

Dr. Coester has three introductory and general chapters, but is 
stronger in his intrepid facing of the jungle of writers and works, 
nation after nation, than in his philosophy of the whole. He is, of 
course, aware of the mingling streams — Spanish and French — of literary 
tradition and formative impulse in South America, but does not clearly 
show which at any given time was the more powerful, nor give the 
reason for it. To do so would require, confessedly, a study of the reac- 
tion in literature which Spain has had upon France, and the reverse — 
itself a complex and controverted topic. But it would seem that Dr. 
Coester might have made it plainer that, at least for the past seventy- 
five years or so, Spain has been more an historical memory to educated 
South Americans, and France more a literary metropolis and inspira- 
tion. It is probable that for every Argentine or Chilean who has gone 
to Madrid for professional study or for pleasure, ten have gone to Paris. 
Such relationships, long continued, could not fail to make French lit- 
erary fashions as much the mode in large parts of South America as 
French styles in gowns and hats. 

It would be impossible, even if there were space, to follow Dr. 
Coester, with unequal steps, along the arduous path of his researches. 
The peculiar debt we owe him is the introducing Americans to an in- 
tellectual world of which almost all of them are profoundly ignorant. 
That the South Americans had universities, presses, poets, critics, before 
the United States had made more than its literary beginnings, is a fact 
which we all have known, vaguely, but with nothing like the vividness 
which the pages of this book convey. It may be that, in the course of 
his long poring over South American writers, and his epitomes of their 
books, Dr. Coester sometimes loses his sense of proportion; is betrayed 
into calling a poet great because his admiring fellow-countrymen did 
so. But as a whole he keeps his head and his poise. The immense 
productiveness of the Spanish-American literary genius — in this like its 
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Spanish prototype — necessarily makes the quantity often obscure the 
quality. Nature and the struggle for liberty have been the favorite 
themes of South American poets, and it is well known that the former is 
exuberant and the latter boundless; the result is a mighty flood of 
poetry. Before it, however, Dr. Coester keeps his bearings well. He 
has distinctly made a contribution to the literature of knowledge, if not 
to the books of power. 

MINOR NOTICES 

Annual Report of the American Historical Association for the Year 
1914. Volume I. (Washington, the Government Printing Office, 1916, 
pp. 504.) From the proceedings of the meeting of the Association held 
at Chicago fourteen informative papers have been printed in this vol- 
ume, a better representation of those presented at the sessions than has 
sometimes been the case. Those dealing with European history, a much 
larger proportion than usual by the way, are : Fresh Light upon the His- 
tory of the Earliest Assyrian Period, by R. W. Rogers; the Eastern 
Mediterranean and Early Civilization in Europe, by J. H. Breasted; a 
Political Ideal of the Emperor Hadrian, by W. D. Gray; the Influence 
of the Rise of the Ottoman Turks upon the Routes of Oriental Trade, 
by A. H. Lybyer; Some Influences of Oriental Environment in the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem, by Frederic Duncalf ; the Feudal Noble and the 
Church as reflected in the Poems of Chrestien de Troyes, by E. H. 
McNeal; the Turco-Venetian Treaty of 1540, by T. F. Jones; the House 
of Commons and Disputed Elections, by H. R. Shipman; Tendencies 
and Opportunities in Napoleonic Studies, by G. M. Dutcher; an Ap- 
proach to the Study of Napoleon's Generalship, by R. M. Johnston. 

In the field of American history the subjects treated are: Cabinet 
Meetings under President Polk, by H. B. Learned; Tennessee and Na- 
tional Political Parties, 1850-1860, by St. George L. Sioussat; the Gene- 
sis of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, by P. O. Ray; Asiatic Trade and the 
American Occupation of the Pacific Coast, by R. G. Cleland. Accom- 
panying the proceedings of the eleventh annual conference of historical 
societies are papers on the Chicago Historical Society, by O. L. Schmidt ; 
Research in State History at State Universities, by James A. Wood- 
burn; and Restrictions on the Use of Historical Materials, by L. J. 
Burpee. In addition to the report of the proceedings of the sixth annual 
conference of archivists, President C. H. Rammelkamp presents a 
paper on Legislation for Archivists, and Miss Ethel B. Virtue on Prin- 
ciples of Classification for Archives; and there is a preliminary survey 
of the archives of Minnesota by H. A. Kellar. 

Four Lectures on the Handling of Historical Material. By L. F. 
Rushbrook Williams, B.A., B.Litt., F.R.Hist.S., M.R.A.S., Professor 
of Modern Indian History in the University of Allahabad. [Publica- 
tions of the Department of Modern Indian History, Allahabad Univer- 



